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By Squire Girzzarb. 





Crudeles vocabo, qut puntendi caufam habent, modunt 


non habent. 


Seneca. 





TuHurRsvay, 


\ 


HE followiag, Letter, which I receiv'd 

on Monday laft from an uhknown 

' Hand, is fo well tim'd, and of fo 

great Importance, that I might expect 

to be .defervedly cenfur'd by rhe Author of it, 

fhould I neglect commuhicating it to the Publick 
upon the firft opportunity. 


SI af 

i I Ibe ot of obtaining your Pardon, if the 
' 4+ © Seafon induces me to trouble. you with a 
¢ Letrer of a much graver Turn, than any of.thofe 
¢ which you have hitherto enrertain’d the World 
« with. I muft confefs, I have not, atany Time, 
¢ met with a more fenfible Shock to my Temper, 
« than from the perufalofan Edié lately publith’d 
¢ in France, a faithful Tranflation of which is to be 
* found in the Daily Courant of Wednefday, April 
“ the 6th, No Man that is endu'd with common 
* Humanity, can reflect upon the fevere Proceed- 
* ings and terrible Ediéts,againft the, unhappy Pro- 
* teftants in thofe Parts, without feeling .in him- 
“ felf a tender Compaifion for their Misfortunes, 
* and a fecret Horror againft a Religion,, which 
“ feems fo far from eftablifhing Peace on Earth and 
£. Gocd-Viill towards Men. 


** By thofe miferable People’s Calamities, we 
® may conclude, what a Nation of Proteftants is 
* to expect from a Popifh Prince, let his natural 
* Temper be ever fo full of Pity or Generofiry, 
‘-white he is driven on by a cruel Set of Priefts, 
* whofe Intereft it is to perfuade him, that by his 
* very Barbarities, he is laying up a Stere of ; Me- 
“ric in Heaven. Nothing buta miftaken Zeal 
¢ of this Nature, could have carry’d a Monarch, 


(Price Two-Pence. ) 


April 14. 1715. 


‘ born with all rhe noble Qualifications that cou’d 
‘ be with’d for, to, permit the Practice of fuch re« 
. peated Cruelties, as thofe of the Reform’d Re- 
* ligioa have labour’d under in all the Provinces 


£ of France. 


_ © Some have been condemn’d to an ignominis 
* ous Death, others have been confin’d to a 
‘ wretched Slavery for Life in the Gallies, meer- 
‘ly for refufing to embrace the Romi/h Faith. 
‘ Nay farther, that they might, as far as lay.in 
* their Power, hinder thefe poor Creatures from 
* enjoying Reft even in their Graves, in Aprit 
“ 1686. there was another Edié made, of which 
‘this laft is but Explanatory, againft the very 
* Carcaffes and Memories of all fuch as have da- 
* red, or fhall dare to own themfelves, upon their 
* Death-beds, of that Perfwafion, which Worldly 
* Prudence, or want of Refolution, made them 
* diffemible during their Life-rime. 





‘ ‘What betrer Fate than this could our Nati-. 
‘ on have expected, if Divine Providence had not 
‘ interposd, when our Fears grew thick upon us, 
and faved us from the Tyranny of a Popith Pre. - 
tender, educated and grown up into Manhood, 
in that very Country, where Proteftants are 
“treated with fuch exemplary Severities. 
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~* Every Proreftant cannot but be fenfible how 
far this Procedure is from favouring of the mild 
and compaffionate Temper every where recom- 
mended to us in the Gofpel; where a Tender. 
nefs for thofe that differ from us,. is made no 
{mall Part of a Chriftian’s Duty. We may re- 
member, that when our Saviour was pr 
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¢ with Contempt and Infolence, in a Village of 
¢ Samaria, and his miftaken Difciples would have 
¢ had him call for Fire from Heaven to deftroy 
¢ thofe Unbelievers, he rebuked them, 4s not 
‘ knowing what Spirit they were of. But leaving this 
“to Men, whofe Province it more properly is, 
‘ and who cannot more effectually difcharge the 
‘-Daty..of their Function, than in teaching the 
¢ true Evangelical Doctrines of Charity and Bro- 
‘ therly Love : I muft own, I cannot conceive 
‘ by what Authority any Society can punifh a 
‘ particular Member, for differing in his Opinion 
‘ from the reft of the Body, unlefs that Opinion 
‘ neceffarily leads him tothe Practice of fomething 


* deftructive to that Sociery. 


‘ By the eternal Law of Nature and Reafon, 
‘ every one is appointed the fole Arbiter over his 
‘ own Thoughts, nor is it in the Power of the 
‘ united Force of Mankind to impofe an Opinion 
‘ upon any Man. Belief is the neceffary Refult 
‘ of Conviction, and no Man has it at his Choice 
¢ what he pleafes to believe, becaufe that Act is 
¢ form’d-only by the Evidence that prefents it felf 
‘ to his Underftanding.Nor let it feein ftrange,that 
‘ Men fhould differ fo widely in their Sentiments, 
‘ fince we fee even material Objects appear in a 
¢ different Form to different Men, according to 
‘ the various Texture of their Eyes. 


‘ Bur, fays the Papift,, we who believe in the 
‘ Doctrine of the Church of Rome, and know her 
“to be alone Infallible, are we not exculeable 
‘ for endeavouring to compel our Brethren into 
* the only Community in which they can be fa- 
“ ved 2? No, indeed! For were their Infalli- 
‘ bility as gfeat as they would ‘pretend, yet there 
* {eems to beno Reafon, thar an ignorant Wretch 
‘ fhould fuffer the Extremities of Torture, for 
‘not being able to comprehend its. Certainty. 
‘ A Sovereign would be thought guilry of a fignal 
* Barbarity, that fhould condemn a Man either 
* to Death or the Gallies, only for not being 
* able to diftinguifh Colours, whilft he labour'’d 
* under a Jaundice. And is it not as hard to ex- 
‘ ercife thefe Severities upon a Man, for an Er- 
‘ror, which (through fome Incapacity or other) 
‘ he cannot be brought to perceive ? 


‘ Perfecution, we know, may make Men Hy- 
pocrites, but never yet made a true Convert. 
Moreover, nothing can more evidently demon- 
{trate to the World, that a Church diftrufts 
the Gocdne(s ‘of its Caufe, than its having re- 
ccourfe ro. Violence and Opprediion, .inftead of 


Argument and Reafon. 
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‘ To clofe up thefe Reflexions, which I could 
‘not forbear communicating to you, upon the 
‘ fight of the above-mention’d News-Paper : Let 
‘ us fuppofe, (though the very Suppofition is ab- 
* furd) that fome Impoftor, by Artifice and the 
* Delufion of falfe Miracles, had eftablifh’d over 
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all the Chriftian World, a Doctrine breathin 
nothing but Cruelty and Oppreiffion, Rigica 
* and Malice, and Perfecution, to all thofe thar 
‘ fhould not immediately believe in him. And 
fuppofe farther, that in procefs of Time, fome 
* great good Man fhould rife, who, (by the 
* Power. of his Eloquence, and by the Influence 
‘ of his Addrefs in expounding feveral Paffaces } 
* fhould mitigate the harfh Terms of fuch 4 pre. 
* tended Revelation, and render it more agree- 
‘ able to Society ; would not even every one who 
‘ differ’d from him in their Judgment about the 
‘ Senfe of thofe Paffages, entertain the grearett 
* Veneration for this miftaken good Man? And 
* if fo, how deteftable muft thofe Wretches be 
‘ who knowingly pervert a Difpenfation full of 
Mercy, and explain it out of its natural Meek. 
nefs and Indulgence, only to ferve their crue} 
Purpofes ? Iam 
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SIR, 


Your moft hunble Servant, 


e %%. 





At the Intreaty of my whole Family, and of many 
more of: my Corre/pondents, who Weekly increafe upon 
me, I have been prevailed upon, to let this Paper come 
out twice a Week. My Readers are therefore defired 
to enquire for the Grumbler every Tuefday and every 
Friday for the future, on which Days only it will be 


Publifh'd, 


ADVERTISEMENTS: 


On Saturday wi!l be publifh’d No. VI. of 

x*, The LONDON POST, @<. To be continu’d 
Weekly, with the frefheft News Forcign and Domeftick, 
together with Port-news, Rates of Stocks and Funds, 
Prices of Comm, Abftra&s of Cafes and Caufes depending 
in Parliament or inthe Courts of Juftice, with an im- 
partial Account of all Pamphlets and Books publith’d 
the Week paft, and in fhort every Thing that can inform 
or divert the Reader. 

N.8B. This will be no Party Paper, but a true Original of 
Faéts as they are, and is fo printed that Gentlemen may 
fend ’em into the Country Letterwife without the Charge 
of double Poftage. Sold by S Keimer at the Printing-Prejs 
in Pater-nofter-Row, and nn Boulter without Temple- Bar. 


_ This Day is Publifh’d 
*,* The Sixth Edition of a Friendly Epiftle by way 
of Reproof from one of the People call’d Quakers, to 
Thomas Bradbury, a Dealer in many Words. To which 


is added, a Letter from the Author to the Publifher, re. 


lating to the Threats and Menaces of fegeral. of the 
Leaders of the Quakers for publifhing the faid Book. 

N. B. Thole who have bought ot any of the former 
Editions, may have the Letter Gratis, at the Printing- 
Prefs in Pater-Nofter-Row. 





LONDON: Prated by W. Wixrxitns, at the Dolphin i 
Little-Britain ; and Sold by R. Burxyeic H, in Fite al ‘ 
Where Advertifements are taken in. 
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